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FREIGHT MOBILITY STRATEGIC INVESTMENT BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

March 20, 2009 

Olympia, WA 

 

Board members present were:  Ms. Pati Otley, Chair, Mr. Cliff Benson, Mr. Dave Edler, Mr. John 

Creighton, Mr. Terry Finn, Mr. Dave Gossett, Mr. Brian Ziegler, Mr. Steve Holtgeerts, Ms. Rebecca 

Francik, Ms. Paula Hammond, and Brock Nelson, ex officio member. 

  

 WELCOME:  Chair Pati Otley opened the meeting and dispensed with introductions at that time.   

 

MINUTES:  Mr. Dave Gossett moved and Mr. John Creighton seconded the motion to adopt the 

January 23, 2009 minutes.   

MOTION CARRIED 

 

FMSIB BUDGET:  Director Karen Schmidt discussed the recap sheets for both the operating and 

capital budgets explaining that contracting out for services is currently restricted, but interagency 

agreements are acceptable. 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  Director Schmidt reported on the Union Pacific issues, and the 

Burlington Northern Green River third track.  The Director explained the OFM funding charts, and 

reviewed the 2009 Call for Projects brochure and timeline. 

 

BOARD MEMBERS REPORT:  

 

Chair Otley announced the appointment of Larry Paulson from the Port of Vancouver to the port 

representative vacancy left by the resignation of Mr. Jim Toomey. 

 

Mr. Cliff Benson reported on the PSRC’s issues and the stimulus package stating that four FMSIB 

projects received 45% of the stimulus money, the Roundtable plus the 2040 plan. 

 

Ms. Paula Hammond discussed the appropriations earmarks giving some more money to projects 

and working with the Governor on the stimulus discretionary funds. 

 

Mr. Creighton covered the Seattle tunnel project explaining that the Port is comfortable with the 

process. 

 

LEGISLATIVE ISSUES: 

 

The Director recapped the status on the project funding and the bills.  Ms. Hammond discussed the 

transportation governance and the regional realignment bill.  Mr. Terry Finn discussed the 

Milwaukee Road bill.  Mr. Larry Pursley of the WA Trucking Associations provided a copy of the 

circuit court decision and Mr. Creighton added comments. 
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AARA:  Stephanie Tax, WSDOT, discussed the federal stimulus with 34 DOT projects, 147 local 

projects; and stating that freight projects are very well funded.  Ms. Tax explained that the WSDOT 

web page has the report on the federal stimulus on their main page.  The rules and guidance for 

managing the federal stimulus dollars is still needed from the federal government. 

 

PROJECT UPDATES:  The Director stated that some projects are having difficulties and those 

projects she is working with are:  Port of Vancouver rail access, Freya Street Bridge, East Marginal 

Way Grade Separation, ARGO Truck access, Green River UP & BN issues, Bigelow Gulch, and 

Alaska Way Viaduct. 

 

UP FUNDS:  Mr. Brock Nelson reviewed the historical information.  Mr. Nelson requested three 

items:  (1) confirmation on the original UP contribution; (2) a recommended timeline – how long 

need to extend; and (3) the funds not returned to UP, but available to use for other projects.    Mr. 

Nelson asked the Board for generic direction.  Mr. Benson moved and Mr. Gossett seconded that the 

Director draft a letter to Union Pacific Railroad stating that the surplus UP funds and the interest 

held by FMSIB will be invested in another Union Pacific beneficial project within Washington State 

that is agreed to by both the railroad and the Board and that a sunset clause be determined for the 

agreement.  

MOTION CARRIED  

   

CALL FOR PROJECTS:  Chair Otley announced that Brian Ziegler will serve as the new Project 

Selection Committee chair.  Director Schmidt reviewed the brochure and discussed the technical 

and Board review teams.  The Director discussed the schedule for the Call for Projects and 

explained the documents utilized in the selection process.  Mr. Holtgeerts suggested that the score 

sheets be sent out electronically and completed sheets returned electronically.  Mr. Ziegler asked if 

the blank form sheets posted on the webpage would be beneficial to the applicants to see how the 

projects are scored.   

 

ARCHAEOLOGY & HISTORIC PRESERVATION:  Mr. Russell Holter of the Department of 

Archaeology and Historic Preservation gave a PowerPoint presentation on how historic preservation 

relates to freight projects. 

 

I-90/I-5 CLOSURE ECONOMIC IMPACT STUDY:  Ms. Barb Ivanov of WSDOT gave a 

PowerPoint presentation on the economic impacts of the two I-5 road closures plus the I-90 pass 

closures.  

 

FUTURE MEETINGS:  Mr. Dave Edler moved and Mr. Dave Gossett seconded the motion that 

the May Board meeting be held at Pierce County, WA on May 8, 2009. MOTION CARRIED 

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 1:10 PM 

                                          
___________________________                   _________________________________ 

Pati Otley     Attest: Karen Schmidt  

Chair                   Executive Director      
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